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Interspersed amid glitrering shoreline profusions
are remnants of life on a much smaller scale. Be-
neath the sands lie shells that once housed organ-
isms ranging the spectrum’s expanse. From sca
snails to conchs, shells come in as many shapes,
sizes and colors as their former inhabitants.

Graced with % :_'rnn.cl acean shoreline e rr\iu.;__' S00 miles, a -
nied by an estimared sseasrine shoreline torali gaver 12000 miles, Noeth
Carolina shell enthusiasts have tremendous ground to explore and discov-
er, Forte n.ul:‘l} o |'|Cl‘l, there's 3 guu:lt ll'.ll l‘llll?ll e sl u‘" ES -ll: Isthon
and makes it more chan juse 2 hobby.

The Naorth Caraling Shell Club pives members and visitors the re-
SMATOCS l:\ll'i’n'd o stk cvery collection from humble '.u'ul:nni'lg\ 1o
borderline hoarder disorders. In addition to their website, ncshellclub.
cam, which is loxded with I-z']l*-l Wl ¢ P nd Sllil'l we, the NCS(C presents
an annual Shell Show here in the Pore Cicy.

I'he Shell Show boasts a broad swath nl-\uml'\'n:i‘;:' categarics ing luad-
ing handmade shell crafts, p;n'-mg- 'l"‘t’ and shell -l'spl.nz.‘\ Competition
groups are divided based on age and expenence with special groups tor
novices and juniors, Exhibits arc cxamined by judges, and winners are se-
lecred.

While Wilmingron may be home ta the event each yeas, specimens are
hardly limited to local waters. Shell Show chair John Timmerman cxplains
how shells From all over the warld are welcomed as displays and spur the

shell-lover’s zeal.



74 cape fear livieg

The show, held from August 22nd - 25th at the Coastline
Conference and Event Center, i3 open to the public and costs
$4 for adults and §3 for seniors and children under the age
of 18. This year’s show will be the 47th installment of the
annual Shell Show Last year, Hurricane Florence's landfall
precipitated the event’s cancellation.

Mr. Tommerman sxys the show has a way of converting
bystanders into full-fledgad shell unkies Even seemingly pe-
destrian interests can be let loose

Shell Chub President Dora Zimmerman shared an anec-
dote from the 2017 event about just sach a baptisn While
stationed 2t the giveaway bing, Mrs. Zemmerman was ap-
proachad by a young group of girls agad 8 to 10 who were
there for 2 birthday party.

“Like 2 swoop of birds on prey” the girks converged on
the bin, sys Mrs Zimmerman One chaperone in attendance
remarked what a refreshing change of pace this gathermgz
had been for the girls, who had tired from the routine k2ser
tag parties and fast food rendezvouses. The scavenger hunt
was the biggest hit with the cowd, who came anay having
lzamed a fewnewthings

Summer 2019

“When I was that age, having a chance to attend a shell
show like thiz one would have made my head explode,” zayz
Mr. Timmerman of the displays at the annual event.

Mr. Timmerman grew up in West Virginia, hundreds of
miles from the nearest beach but hardly too far to kick start a
passion that would last 2 lifetime.

Reminiscing about his youth, Timmerman explains the
origm story for his shell obsesxion; he discovered his first
treasure trove at Myrtle Beach. Mr. Timmerman admitted the
prize was actually just a raz-tag collection of fractured cockle
thells All the same, it ignited his fire—a flame yet to be extin-
guished.

As time passed family moves enszed, compelling Tim-
merman to consolidate his relics; in the case of the cockles,
discarding them completely. Admowiedging their latent sen-
timental value, Timmenman wishes he could have those shat-
tered shells back, if for no other reason than nostalga.

Mr. Tonmerman encourages thoss who do catch the fe-
wer to be mindful of their contribution to scence, remmd-
mg them to alway: document the locations where shells or
other specimens are recovered. Without this detail, any newdy



Grinning Tun

Malea ringens (Swalnson, 1822)
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North Carolina Shell Show

August 23 - 25, 2019

——aJtis part of the family fun®

~ : Coastline Conference & Event.Cemer
501 Nutt Street, Wilmington NC 28401

gleaned information will be all but nullified, and
the shell demoted to prospective art piece 2t best.
Much Iike real estate, he stresses, "Location, loca-
tion, location!”

The NCSC welcomes any and all who are in-
terested to participate in the Shell Show this year.
The public i3 mvited to attend and vote for their
favorite display; just one more mteractive guest-
friendly feature the show offers.

For more information on the show, contact
Shell Show Chairman Eariynn Morgan by email at
karhnnmorgan@earthlink net.

The Chub also publishes 2 newzletter four
times yexrly which prowides articles on shells,
descriptions of field trips and information on
upcoming meetings The newsletter 3 mailed
electronically Sign up at nczhellchub com to start
receiving yours !

., Worldwide Shells Displays of the finest shells in the world e
“Seavenger Hunt Explore the show, collect o prize shells!
Worldwide Shell Marketplace Shells for oll budgets beginner to advanced
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Show Hours:

Friday August 23, 9 AM -5 PM
Saturday August 24, 9 AM -5 PM
Sunday-August 25, 8 AM -3 PM
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