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Ridged Shells A Primer on Identification 

There are many species of mollusk with ridged sculpture on their shell. Determining which is which can     

be confusing. This guide will help answer some of the questions and help make you an expert that can      

determine which is which even when the shell has been reduced to a fragment when making a determination 

becomes especially challenging.  

When shells become broken, identification is more difficult. Fragmentary remain are sometimes the only 

clues available as to the presence of a species in a given local.  

Reference the numbered images above to their identifications found within the tutorial. Note: These are entry 

not page numbers. This is a random sample. Not all entries are represented on this page.  
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